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: had been Hunt's intention to send The Scapegoat to the
j Academy Exhibition, but May passed and the final
ils were not completed. England was now calling him
>nes that could not be gainsaid, and his friend, Millais,
L on the point of being married, wrote to urge him to
rn. "I feel the want of you more than ever," he wrote
the 22nd May, " and art wants you at home; it is
ossible to fight single-handed, and the R.A. is too great a
jideration to lose sight of, with all its position, with the
lie wealth and ability to help good art." History shows
more bitterness has been aroused by a few good works
rt than by the whole mass of inferior products. Whilst
IT paintings were well hung at the 1855 Exhibition,
lais' The Fireman was treated with the usual disdain;
so enraged was he at this piece of injustice, that he
)k his fist in the faces of the hangers. Being absent
i England for so many months, and failing to exhibit,
it had exposed poor Millais to the full brunt of hostile
:ks, and the clique at the Academy, whom prejudice
jealousy had made the bitterest enemies of reform, had in
>equence been able to exert their baneful influence with
iminished success.

: was not, however, until the summer had passed that
it felt able to return. The Scapegoat was finished on
i ^th June, packed and sent off to England; the small
exquisite picture, The Lantern Maker's Courtship, begun
Lgypt, was then completed; and this was followed by
tnpts to advance The Finding of Christ in the Temple,
tnpts which met with the usual difficulties over models,
umn arrived, and the unhealthiness of the locality,
pled with the long strain of work, brought on a decline
tealth, followed by an attack of tertiary fever. On the
hi October, soon after he had recovered, he set out on his